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16 COUNT BALDASSARE CASTIGLIONE 


Baume.’ The devotion with which this pilgrimage 
inspired her, combined with her love of dramatic 
performances, was doubtless the origin of this repre- 
sentation, which ended in an unexpected disaster. 
A stage had been erected against the wall of the 
church of St. Mary Magdalene, which stood on the 
edge of the lake, and at the beginning of the play 
the wooden platform on which the audience were 
seated suddenly collapsed. Isabella herself, Madonna 
Luigia, and their companions, were all thrown into the 
lake, and Federico, who was with his mother, dis- 
located his ankle, but, fortunately, no one was seriously 
injured, thanks to God and the blessed Magdalene.? 

1 ‘Iter in Narbonensem, Galliam,’ 1517; F. Santoro; Mario 


Equicola, 182, 
Lusio e Renier in ‘Giorn. st. d. lett, it.,’ xxiv. 71. 



































28 COUNT BALDASSARE CASTIGLIONE 


was the loss of the letter which you had written me 
about my “Cortegiano.” I begged you to be so 
oe as to repeat some part of its contents, but since 

have never received an answer, I thought I would 
write again and repeat my request. For I am most 
anxious to have at least some spark of light as to 
your general impressions of my poor “Cortegiano,” 
if it is impossible to have them in particular. So I 
beg you once more to favour me with this. I am 
also exceedingly anxious to hear how you are in 
health, and hes you to let me know. I am well, 
thank God, and so are all my family, and 1 commend 
myself to V. S. from my heart.”* 


M. Pietro’s reply has, unfortunately, not been pre- 
served; but we know that he took keen interest in 
his friend’s book, and was of great help to Castiglione 
when, eight years later, the ‘Cortegiano’ was finally 
published by the Aldine press. 


2 Serassi, i. 160, 
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48 COUNT BALDASSARE CASTIGLIONE 


But Castiglione’s hopes were once more doomed 
to disappointment. Madonna Alfonsine had returned 
to Rome with the Cardinal, and her baneful influence 
once more reasserted itself at the Vatican. When, 
on October 27, the Venetian envoy called to congratu- 
late His Holiness on his safe return from hunting, 
he found the Pope closeted with Alfonsina and the 
Cardinal. On the next day the Pope sent for him, 
and told him, with tears in his eyes, that he had spent 
yesterday with Madonna Alfonsina. His Holiness 
quoted the line ‘Recens fert erumnas Danaum,’ 
adding that Sig. Lorenzo’s little girl Caterina was a 
fine big child.1 After this, it is not surprising to hear 
that the Pope turned a deaf ear to all Francesco 
Maria’s proposals. 

Neither the Count’s persuasive eloquence nor his 
inexhaustible patience and good temper could avail 
anything, and he returned to Mantua with nothing 
better than barren compliments and civil messages to 
the Marchesana and her son. 


1 Brown, ii. 564, 565. 
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66 COUNT BALDASSARE CASTIGLIONE 


ended, by the happy exercise of your authority and 
wisdom.” 

We gather from this letter that Federico was dis- 
appointed in the failure of his envoy’s negotiations 
to secure the post of Captain of the Church for him- 
self and the restoration of the Duke of Urbino. All 
that he had been able to obtain was the reduction 
of the salt duties, a privilege which his father had 
enjoyed, and which was now renewed by a Papal 
bull dated November 5, 1519.2 But at least M. Bal- 
dassare’s mission had paved the way for future nego- 
tiations, and left no doubt as to the high esteem in 
which the Mantuan envoy was held at the Vatican. 

1 Archivio Gonzaga, Martinati, 80. 
2 «Esenzioni,’ p. 23, 





















































84 COUNT BALDASSARE CASTIGLIONE 


In Rome itself the greatest compassion was felt 
for the Count on all sides, and Battista Fiera, the 
Mantuan doctor, wrote an elegy on the poor young 
Countess, in which he gives a touching description of: 
her mother-in-law’s grief. These tokens of sympathy 
and affection did much to soften the heavy blow. 
Castiglione bore himself bravely, and did not allow 
his private griefs to interfere with the business 
that he had on hand, but he never recovered wholly 
from the shock. Life had lost its charm for him, 
and, although he was assiduous in his work and cheer- 
ful in the company of his friends, from this time an 
undertone of sadness pervades all his letters, and 
shows how deeply the iron had entered into his soul. 
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CASTIGLIONE’S LOYALTY 117 


he still remained the Duke's loyal servant. He was 
as good as his word. Before long the opportunity 
which he had vainly sought at length presented itself, 
and by his indefatigable perseverance, his infinite 
tact and patience, M. Baldassare contributed in no 
small measure to the restoration of the Duke of 
Urbino. 
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THE VICEROY LANNOY 165 


prevent bloodshed. Count Lannoy, however, made 
himself agreeable to all parties. He conversed 
freely with Castiglione both in public and private, 
and told Cardinal Colonna in his presence that the 
Sacred College had treated the Marquis of Mantua 
very badly. ‘The Count ended by escorting him for 
some miles when he left Rome on his way to the 
Colonna’s castle at Marino, mounted on a Barbary 
horse given him by Federico Gonzaga. 







































































RAPHAEL'S MARBLE 189 


these, and give him my best thanks into the bargain ! 
But I wish Giulio would come here, and then I could 
easily dispose of his statues. I should like to know if 
he still has that marble boy by the hand of Raphael, 
and what he would take for it.’! 


But Giulio still tarried in Rome, and remained 
proof against these urgent entreaties, until a year 
later the Count himself carried him off to Mantua. 

1 Serassi, ‘ Neg.,’ i. 105, 107, 108, 111. This statue was modelled 


in clay by Raphael in 1516. See Milanesi’s notes to Vasari’s Life 
of the painter, iv. 407. 
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FEDERICO’S CONSENT 228 


the Count the permission which he craved to under- 
take the office of Papal nuncio to Spain.’ Cas- 
tiglione’s fate was now decided, and he applied 
himself with fresh zeal to political business, so that 
he might leave his lord’s affairs in good order at his 
departure. Notwithstanding all his love for Rome 
and his friends in the Eternal City, the prospect of 
fresh scenes still possessed a strong attraction for him, 
and the call to a distant land stirred the old spirit of 
adventure that had long lain dormant in his breast. 


1 © Esenzioni,’ 32, 














































































































CHARLES V. 


ym, YAN OnuRy (uimAreCT), 


aon pe en ee Sue nes ayes 









































272 COUNT BALDASSARE CASTIGLIONE 


bold ‘ao to dare to fight with you again” Teg V. & 
as to to fight with you agai . 
to deign to believe Messer Cantilo as if he were 
myself. And if you are not the most unkind lady in 
the world, you will wish that I, too, were with you 
in Milan ; for the said M. Camillo will tell you what 
a great dieenos Hee - heres enjo’ bid your 
sweet company being here in Spain. iss your 
hands, and hope soc to hear that the blessed fruit 
which has ripened under Lombard skies has been 
gathered by some one worthy of so great a prize. 
‘Toixpo, June 21, 1525."! 


Messer Baldassare was still, it is plain, a polished 
courtier, and knew how to win a fair lady's heart as 
well as in his youthful days at Urbino. But sterner 
duties demanded his attention, and the letters which 
he wrote from the court of Spain to his friends in 
Italy were few and far between. 


1 Serassi, i. 170. 
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292 COUNT BALDASSARE CASTIGLIONE 


time, and is i vexatious in my present 
weakness, when a pin-prick hurts a great 
deal.”? 


But it was Castiglione’s fate throughout his life to 
meet with scanty recompense or gratitude from the 
masters whom he served, and it was not till after 
the nuncio’s death that Clement VII. realized all 
the nobleness of his character and saw how true and 
loyal a servant he had lost. 


1 Serassi, ii, 28. 
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840 COUNT BALDASSARE CASTIGLIONE 


this is not the ruin of one city, but of the whole 
world.”* 


So, in the bitterness of their common grief, wrote 
Erasmus to his beloved Sadoleto. But in the 
passionate wail of these poets and scholars over their 
once beautiful Rome, in the lament of Erasmus and 
Bembo, of Negri and Sadoleto, we trace the same 
deep-rooted conviction that this awful calamity was 
an act of divine justice—a visitation from the hand 
of God. 


‘It is,’ wrote Sadoleto, ‘the sins of a corrupt age 
and the sinful habits of the Papal court that have 
drawn down upon us the great wrath of God, in 
which the innocent as well as the guilty have been 
overwhelmed, but only in order that they may be 
rewarded with a higher good.”* 


1 Des, Erasmi, ‘ Epistole,’ 988. 
2 Sadoleti, ‘ Epistole,’ i. 67. 





















































858 COUNT BALDASSARE CASTIGLIONE 


Whether Clement relished the nuncio’s plain 
speaking or not, it was impossible to dispense with 
his services at this critical moment, when the restora- 
tion of the Pope’s temporal power depended on the 
Emperor’s pleasure. Accordingly, the Count con- 
tinued to act as representative of the Holy See at 
the imperial court, and kept a watchful eye over the 
Pope’s interests during the following year—the last, 
as it was to prove, of his chequered life. 
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fatigue, and the author fresh blame, and neither V. S. 
nor I need regret or alter anything. All I have to do 
now is to kiss your hands and commend myself as 
truly as ever to your favour. 


‘ From Bureos, September 21, 1527.’) 


Whatever we may think of the Marchesa’s con- 
duct, posterity has every reason to be grateful for 
her indiscretion, since it supplied the stimulus 
that was needful to make this fastidious author 
publish his long-delayed work. After many con- 
sultations on the subject with Andrea Navagero, the 
Count finally sent the manuscript of the ‘ Cortegiano’ 
to the ambassador's son-in-law, Ramusio, begging 
him to superintend the publication of the book at the 
Aldine printing-press in Venice. 

1 Serassi, i. 172. 
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408 COUNT BALDASSARE CASTIGLIONE 


cellor and Archbishop of Toledo saved him from the 
perils of the Inquisition. Charles V. turned a deaf 
ear to the nuncio’s denunciations, and retained 
Alfonso Valdés in his service until the young secre- 
tary’s death, four years later.’ 

It was a strange episode in Castiglione’s life, and 
one that many of his admirers will regret. But at 
least it gave the author of the ‘Cortegiano’ the 
opportunity of giving in his own person an example of 
that unshaken fidelity to his master which he had laid 
down as an inviolable rule of conduct for the perfect 
courtier. From another point of view, the nuncio’s 
letter to Valdés was the best answer that he could 
give to the unjust reproaches which Pope Clement 
had lately addressed to him. By throwing down the 
gauntlet and refuting the charges brought against 
the Holy Father in Valdés’ ‘Dialogue,’ by boldly 
accusing the Imperial secretary of falsehood and 
heresy, Castiglione stood up before the eyes of the 
whole world as the avenger of the Pope’s wrongs 
and the defender of Catholic truth. 

1 «Cambridge Modern History,’ ii. 388. 























Hhote, Ancliraws, 


COUST DALDASSARE CASTIGMONR. 
AVIER TAPHAEL (OORAINT PALACE, ROME). 


‘Te taco p 414, Vou. Th, 









































11 tea ‘sae of song oF 


“MOIMAINI ¢ RITVEO TIAA VOIVK VENTS 





“EL Tos “seb Ml ony oF 
“A1cV4O ATIXO VIMY VINVS 


pod ONE 














Photo, Premé, 
TOME OF CASTIGLIONE, 
(SANTA MANIA Donte Omauee) 





To favo p. 0, Vol. 


BEMBO’S EPITAPH 481 


lara, and his promotion to the bishopric of Avila, are 
all mentioned. And his greatest work, the composi- 
tion of the ‘Cortegiano,’ which Bembo confidently 
believed would ensure the immortality of his name, 
is given a prominent place. Thus Castiglione’s last 
wishes were fulfilled, and, in the quaint English of 
his biographer, ‘his ashes were laid in a sumptuous 
Monument of curious and delightful architecture, 
where the reliques of his dear wife were likewise 
reposited, that so in death those who were closely 
united in their lives might by no means be divided.’* 


1 A. P. Castiglione. 
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Mapvonna Luicta survived her son thirteen years. 
During this time she devoted herself to the care and 
protection of her orphan grandchildren. The few 
letters of this period that remain, bear witness to the 
courage with which she defended their interests and 
boldly championed their rights. When, in December, 
1534, a tax was raised throughout the duchy of 
Mantua as a wedding-gift to Federico Gonzaga, 
Madonna Luigia begged for exemption owing to 
the heavy expenses which the erection of memorial 
chapels to her husband and son in the churches of 
S. Agnese and S. Maria delle Grazie had entailed. 
This last, she added, was not yet finished. In her 
petition to the Duke, she further explained that the 
marriage of her elder granddaughter had compelled 
her to borrow money at a high rate of interest, the 
revenues of Casatico being unequal to provide a 
sufficient dowry. 
482 


























































































































474 COUNT BALDASSARE CASTIGLIONE 


havendo potuto in vita sua esser’ remunerato dallei, secundo si 
potea sperar’ per li meriti suoi, ha lasciato nelle man’ mie la 
imagine della fede sua verso quella, un’ unico figliuol’ con due 
sorelline, le quali mi sforzaré allevar’ in tutte quelle virtuose 
actioni, che mi seranno possibili, confidandomi che V. S* sia 
sempre per protegerli, et augumentargli, et con essi prostrata 
alli suoi s™ piedi la supplico sia contenta assolvere plenaria- 
mente |’ anima dil detto mio figliuolo, e, concedergli questa 
gratia, la qual cosa mi sera di precipua consolatione, desiderando 
sopra ogni cosa che I’ anima sua senti el suffragio del precio- 
sissimo thesauro della B™ Vostra, et de S chiesa, et baciando li 
predetti suoi s™ piedi, allei con ogni humilté mi raccomando. 
Mantuae iij® Aprilis MD.xxjx°. 

De V. S#. 

(Signed) Humillima serva, la infelice 
Axuisa Gonz* pa Casticiié. 
Dno N.P.P. 


[Archivio segreto della Santa Sede. ‘Lettere dei Principi,’ vi., f. 21.] 
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II.—HOUSE OF GONZAGA. 
(BRaNncH oF THE Nositt Gonzaca, EXTINCT 17651.) 


Lure: L., 
Podesta of Modena, 1818. 


Guido, Podesta of Reggio, Corrado, m. Paola Beocaria of Pavis. 
da. ‘ee | i] 
! 
Luigi IL, Bianca, Filippino, 
1884-1882. m, Gisnfrancoeo d. lala; 
| degli Uberti. m. Orsola Oavriani. 
Giantiencisco L, | 
1866-1407, caer 
Ginnfimoeso TL Lal 1 
Ist Marquis of Mantas, aL lanlgls Gonmige cl Morellare. 
1895-1444. (eS 
Cat Antonio, Orsina, 
m. Conte d. 1496; m. Benedetto 





| “| ! | 
Lodovico, Agostina, Gianpiotro, Cesare, 
frier of 8. Maria a nun. —_m. (a) Costanza. 











(i } young, m. Oris 
delle Grazie, Stanga ; (b) Agnese 
Vicar-General of lartinengo. 1458-1542. 
the Osservanti ; 
d, 1508. 
Ls 1. | 
Agostino, Luigi, 1475-1549 ; Cesare, Knt. of St. John, 
Archbishop of Reggio; mi. (a) Agnese Stange ; 1476-1512. 
d. 1657. (2) Elisabetta Lam- 
pugnani. 
Silvio, 
d. 1579; 
m, Francesa Gouge di Novellara. 
Fe i Li 
Claudio, Luigi, Curzio, 
d. 1616; a. 1590 ; 1536-1598 ; 
m. Elena Aliprandi, m. Violante Guerrieri. Marchese di Palazzola, 
| 
Giulio Cesare, Lag, 
1605-1657. Marchese di alazzola 


in 1598. 
Branch extinct in 1751. 
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